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‘Ship® That
Doesn’t
Float

Sap OF TOOLS
produred by Stantsy Kremar

Tlm creddits earefifly  Aote thag
Sianley Kramer's prodoction = *'a
filim hased on® Koatherine Anne Por-
ter's Bhijr af Fools, This may he noth.
ing more tham un sitempt 8o ferearall
exiticism of the liberties than have
been taken with ihe ook, bai | suse
peet there is moee te bi than ihet. Te
11 more F*-H, mit Furnesl al e
high-mintdedness that = 16 fallaw,
It proclaims the sinrerity, indeed the
humility, with which its  makers
Basve ;Wrnutnd. the pusk of odnapt-
mg 1o the sereen & wovel widely —
amil | think srronenmslv—belsved 1o
e & modern classic,

Ehip wf Feuls i, preeminenily, a
correel mevie—in ils casthng, disee-
tien, editing, photography anil ani-
tustles. 11 whares with the novel o faw-
less tecluibeal eoanpetence (although
the mm.l.n:-!;hu-u of the Glin's set-
timps ia oocasionally snoevieg), It
alsn shares anoiher, bess desivabde
gquality of the baok — an air of dogged-
ness, & feeling that the Enisheed work
s entirely o moch the preoluct of
jrerspicathon, mstesl of tepirstion.
The result, in bath hook apid movie,
is @ Ship without buoyancy and with
i i.l.lrﬂ.iu.!: tendeney to wallow in
hesin y peas,

[t there the simarsty emls, Miss
Focter s vidian i & black sor amil alse
seemeid o relah the apportunity
Iny bsefire us uenl dissort a whele gal-
lery ol grotesiues, nviting us fo note
ithe similarities between their earts
and sar own, Mr. Kramer and his
ﬂlp:wrim-. Abbs Mamin, aro pal
peepared 1o undertake s dificult and
dangeroas an speratian. They claim,
i prodogue anil epilogue, 10 be di-
g 2o, bun they are more interesied
im l.nl:ll.f"il- tlisn fa sisFgery, Th-rr'
wre always clesning things wp, ilis-
infectmg their prople, before betting
me ook,

While ibeir discretion may e ad-
milrakle, It leaves abiens whih & gatber
werinis peablem. Theee j& oo ploa,
particularly in the ciesematic senes,
e Ship of Fosls, The business of tho
newel wap 10 show a deperaie ho-
mamily imprisoned in the loriuring
emhrace of the madness we call sani-
ty. Iis micssage, if such a enide 1
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tiay [ giserd, was one of existential
alespair. But if vou ore uswilfing 10
dleal in sueh a term—ansd the moyie
Elves ita wide ferli—1he rationale
for thee wiory disappears and it be.
eoaes imposed de 10 e what the rels-
tinmships hetwees Uhe slifpmales dee,
W hereupon the entire efort of irans.
Iating the story to the seveen heeanes
meaningless.

“I]El.l.. l.lrtl‘.'llrw.. xom |!|lrl:|t B ETe
hase for the Tr]ulilm]ﬁpu. khramsr
amld Mann iry o have evervome res
Latr 1o each piher in terms of e
respunse Lo Nadem, Sieoe Miss Por-
ter's ships sl whder Cerman regis-
ey b 1931, she, of course, had in-
claded Mazism in ite inellectogl ee-
pee Anal Miss Forter made goml uso
of i1 g a cloud dsrkening lver entire
eeene, as the mliimate grotesquerie
against which o weasire the sopth
off bey fools’ feelisheees, Bui lier in-
terest was dearly pevcholsgical ol
plhiflsophicsl rather than peditical,
Nrither her story nos hier thems
farned on Naemam alenn, Slieee s
towry had esnyenientl |||-|m-|1-|rﬂ i
tii her amil Mazism susted her Larger
ilesigna, she found it a neeful symbol
mnal s pesedl it B she wemilel have
wihil ihe eseaen of what sle had 10
#ay withul referemee 1o il

Tl‘ul s mot the cuse with Kramer
el Mann, Hoving relreatod before
the power ol blackness, having re=
jected dbespair. they bave no ehoice
Tk b vanee ™ ainen e their conteolling
J.I.Il"ll]lbm-. 'rhl:; ﬂrl'l.; ll|-c|" m|mgh
i i]|nh|nuli|||; iheir Imﬂn:;rpinl
Mark [Jos# Ferrer) and their protos
iypical Jew [Hetnz Boehmane), bt
itleaves & bob of very expensive talent
driftimg gimbesaly aroumld the decks
wombring sho ther are and what
they are dning an hoard. Cleaned aj,
aiild pobbal of thear avinleslie fme-
Teures, Aliey mrn ol Wlise Porters clas-
sir fonle, hat rather just o Tamiliar
eiilbrtinm el w andare] mmleei mearal-
lrw, alress culras b a sea-poing Jwly-
memd al Nuremiberg plaving soenes
insteatl ol characiers. Amoog then
Lee Blarvin, by the faree of his play -
|nr_., ‘hﬁ n FI1II'. llrmg Ful.rlr;:r.ﬂ as
a mevir-was ballplayer, and {skar
Wermer, by the subilety of hie, makes
a eomiplex aml unigue imilividual s
al1lie desivmes] ship's ibwevor. Rat |h.n!|
are thie naly ooes wla more than mo-
mermtarily smirmonmt the filmmakers”
failares —1he l.'ml’!rll‘jn'.l]ll:il:‘ﬂ‘lbﬁlr
v wl hensan heings aml ihe uman
conifition, their even moee pelher
aheession with warming us agalns the
dunper af Maziaan tldriy vears afior
the Fuicl,

A freslance oritic. My, Schicksl ra-
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